
Mr. Leonardo Del Toro came from Cuba 
to the United States in March 2015 pur-
suing his dream of freedom and a better 
future for his family and for himself.  He 
fulfilled his long-awaited dream, but paid 
the price that many Cuban immigrants 
face by being separated from their fami-
lies while pursuing their goals.  He at-
tended the University in Cuba and earned 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Electronics Engi-
neering and a Master’s Degree in Applied 
Computing from Central University of 
Las Villas. 
Mr. Del Toro learned about the SAVES 
program and its benefits at Southwest 
Miami Adult Education Center.  He en-
rolled in his first ESOL course a month 
after his arrival.  He believes that having 
knowledge of the English language is im-
perative to build a successful future in 
this country.  After advancing two levels 
in ESOL, he became eligible to have his 
diplomas and grades translated and vali-
dated at no cost through the SAVES pro-
gram.  He took advantage of this benefit 
in January 2016.  Mr. Del Toro later reg-
istered in the Academic Skills class, the 
highest ESOL level at the school.   
He has extensive experience in comput-
ers and networking and his goal is to 
work as an IT Specialist.  He took the 
initiative to study online in courses relat-
ed to this field, including CompTIA A and 
Cisco CCNA certifications.  In October 
2015, Mr. Del Toro found a job at the 
Best Buy Company and was recently pro-

moted to the position of Advanced 
Repair Agent in the Geek Squad Team.  
He receives job satisfaction by provid-
ing assistance to his clients. 

 
Mr. Del Toro is very grateful and 
pleased with the SAVES program. 
SAVES paid for tuition, books and the 
translation of his university documents.  
He is also grateful to the Southwest 
Miami Adult Education Center staff for 
their support and to the teachers for 
their valuable lessons.  They have al-
ways provided him with useful advice 
and information.  Mr. Del Toro is con-
fident that he is getting closer to 
achieving his goals and dreams.  
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